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ABSTRACT
Since the creation the Science Citation Index in the
1960s, research indicators have become ubiquitous.
They are profusely used by universities, policymakers and
even researchers for evaluation purposes—often without
having a clear idea of what is being measured. This talk
will first provide an overview of research indicators and
of their limitations, and discuss some of the adverse ef-
fects of the most well-known indicator, the Impact Factor.
It will then address the current transformations of schol-
arly communication, with an emphasis on the role of jour-
nals and of open access in this new digital ecosystem,
and conclude with implications for journals, funders, uni-
versities and researchers.
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